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SUMMARY

Only occasional overviews and analyses of botanical
and zoological research collections in Germany exist
at the moment, but individual collections are in vari-
ous stages of self documentation. The existing data
will be combined by ZEFOD, systematized and,
together with new data, presented via the Internet as
an expandable, interactive information network for a
broad range of users in science, administration and the
general public. Apart from an overview of collections,
the ZEFOD information system will provide a struc-
tural and content-orientated description of biological
research collection in Germany based on metadata
provided by collection holders. The collections
included are zoological and botanical collections in
museums, universities, zoological gardens, and botan-
ical gardens. To record the metadata, questionnaires
have been designed, mailed to the collection holders,
and made available via the ZEFOD homepage
(www.genres.de/zefod). Metadata arecas covered
include data on the institution or collection holder
(address, contacts, staft), general information about
the collection (taxonomic and geographical foci, state
of documentation), and a description of the collec-

tion’s contents (number of subjects, degree of com-
puter recording, number of nomenclatural types).

ZEFOD stands for ,,Zentralregister fiir biologische
Forschungssammlungen in Deutschland®. The project
is funded by the Federal Research Ministry (BMBF)
within the framework of the research focus ,,Biodi-
versity and Global Change (BIOLOG)* and is a direct
contribution to international initiatives like the
‘Global Taxonomic Initiative (GTI)’, the Convention
on Biological Diversity (CBD), and the ‘Global
Diversity Information Facility (GBIF)’. ZEFOD is
co-ordinated by the German Centre for Documenta-
tion and Information in Agriculture (ZADI), the
Botanical Institute and Botanic Garden of the Univer-
sity of Bonn and the Zoological Research Institute
and Museum Alexander Koenig.

Contacts:
1) http://www.zadi.de/igr/
*) http://www.uni-bonn.de/museumkoenig

*) http://www.uni-bonn.de/biogart



