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Welcome Swallows 
(Hirundo n eoxena Gould) 

in New Caledonia 

by 

RENE OE NAUROI5, Brunoy 

!WIll" 
• .DuL \l,e, l r. 

The only 5wallow known from the French Territory of New Caledonia and its 
Dependencies was the dark.bellied Hirundo lahHica subfusca Gould, whose range 
extends from Moala and the Fidji lslands (H. I. lahHica being the form that occu· 
pies the 50ciety Archipelago) westwards 10 the New Hebrides and the 5010mo

ns
. 

This bird had been seen in the three Loyally Islands, and !lad been found breed' 
ing on the island Ouvea tMacmillan, unpublished Noles. in l!le A. M. N. H. New 
Yark; and Warner I 947). It !lad been nOled, only once to my knowledge, in New 
taledonia itself by E. L. L. Layard (1882. P. 503), who wrole (under the head·line 
Hirundo lahWca): "On the 26th November 1879 we saw a young bird flying 
round the office of the mai.lsteamer in ". Noumea .. . After assuring ourselves the 
identily .. . (we) relurned nexl day with our collecling gun ... in vain.. t 18132 p. 

503). 

I saw H. la/dUca subfusco at 51. Joseph. Ouvea. circHng around the villa ge and 
above lhe lagoons, everytime 1 s tayed lhere frorn 1975 to 1978; and I examined a 
few nests under eaves in buildings, not occupied al the times of my visits which 

took place from August to November. 

loter 1 was inlrigued, when doing field work in the Northern part of New Cale· 
donia proper (Grande Terre) by some ten white·bellied, long·lailed 5waUows fly· 
iog for an llOur or lWo, 1 to 3 meters high above the su rface of a large lagoo

n
, in 

the extensive Diahol Basin. The water at lhis place is Tillher muddy aud jusl a litt· 
le brack..ish. The 5wallows would go down and touch the water level {or a leap. 
They alsoused to perch for one minute, each every 10 or 15 minutes. on wooden 
poles less than I meier high above the water thai had been planled there by fi· 
shermen. There were no 5wiftsabove the lake on thai day. One specirnen was ob, 
tained and proved 10 be Hirulldo Il€oxeno. This was on July 17. 1976. 

The same species was identified again on the west coast of N .C., soulh of La Foa 
in the early morning of January 28 1978: a pair circiing in double loops I or 2 me· 
ters high above shallow waters between mangrove and sandy beaches. An olher 
observation was made in February the same year, at Kone, West coast: 4 or 5 

birds f1ying 10 meters high above the houses before sunset. 

n will be of lnterest to see whether this species is only a casual visitor coming 
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Irom the West cr Soulh West (AustraJia ... ) c r whelher il is, or will soon be, 
breeding in New Ca ledonia. There are a handful of New Caledonian birds whose 
origin is evidenlly Australlan, likeMyzome/o sanguinole1lla calcdonica and Acei· 
pi/cr foscialus vigilox. lhls last one reaching the Loyally Islands and even the 
Soulhern New·Hebrides. Quile recently (1978) Ga/linu/a lenebrosa has been dis· 
covered In New Caledonia by Mr. Hannecarl. If Hirundo neoxella becames esta· 
blished in the counlry it will lill Ihere the same ecologica l niehe thai is occupied 
by HilUlldo lahilica a hund red kilometers to the East on Ouvea Island. 
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